June 22,2018

The Honorable Paul Ryan The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Ryan, and Leader Pelosi:

As recreational fishermen from the Gulf of Mexico — the ultimate angler’s paradise - we write to urge
you to prevent bringing forward for a vote H.R. 200, the Strengthening Fishing Communities and
Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management Act, which would modify the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (MSA). The MSA has been working to curb overfishing and to rebuild
depleted fisheries through a combination of science-driven catch limits and required recovery plans. As
a result, more than 40 fish populations have been rebuilt to healthy levels since 2000, and overfishing
has been dramatically reduced. H.R. 200 would undermine these proven tools, which in turn threatens
to undermine stable and abundant recreational fisheries.

Recreational anglers benefit from abundant populations that give us an opportunity to catch more fish,
which are either harvested or released back into the water. When fish populations decline, the
recreational experience is negatively affected, the economic impact of our activity wanes, and coastal
economies suffer. The MSA’s conservation framework requires that overfished populations are rebuilt in
as short a time as possible, thus minimizing the time we must endure poor fishing. H.R. 200 would
eliminate this rebuilding timeline, allowing fisheries managers to relax rebuilding plans, which would
keep fishery abundance at lower levels for a longer time. We oppose this short-sighted provision.

Furthermore, H.R. 200 would allow many different fisheries to be exempted from annual catch limits.
We have seen annual catch limits work to end overfishing by holding everyone who fishes responsible to
stay within their limits. Placing clear limits on catch and enforcing those limits is a common tenant of
responsible fish and game management and should absolutely continue to apply to all ocean fisheries,
as well.

As recreational anglers who have seen impressive progress toward sustainable saltwater fisheries
management under the MSA, we urge you to oppose any effort that would undermine the conservation
aspects of the MSA. We desire to pass along to our children even better fishing opportunities —and
bigger fish — than we have now. Please work to keep the MSA strong by avoiding proposals like H.R. 200.
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